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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTORN

February 2, 1973

Dear Andy:

It was good of you to send along the Conquest clipping
with your note of January 15, Qur Embassy in London
mentioned the article at the time it was published, but
this is the first opportunity I have had to read the full
text, '

With the announcements of this week relating to the
Vietnam cease-fire, I believe the facts speak for
themselves, fully supporting the President's policy.

 Perhaps at least some of those who have criticized

this policy will now comprehend its wisdom.
Warm regards,

Henry A. Kissinger

General A. J. Goodpaster, USA
Supreme Allied Commander

SHAPE
APQ New York 09055
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ACTION
January 25, i973

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. KISSINGER
FROM: Helmut Sonnenfeldt

SUBJECT: Reply to General Goodpaster

On January 12, The Times of London published a very powerful article,

+The Propaganda of Atrocity,' by Robert Conquest taking critics of the
President's Vietnam policy to task for their retreat (in Gearge Orwell's
words) into the mental slam of atrocity story-meongering, He suggests

that different views on Vietnam are natural enough, but that it is not tolerable
for the critics to represent facts as other than they are -. characterizing
Swedish Prime Minister Palme's criticism as the merest ranting and canting.

General Goodpaster has sent you a copy of the article with the note at Tab B,
in the belief that you may find Conguest's observations of interest.

The letter for your signature to Goodpester at Tab A would thank him ifor
his letter, and express your hope that the veasze-fire announcements of this
week will lead critics of the President's policy to 2 fuller appreciation of
the role the United States has» played in Southeast Ajpia.
RECOMMENDATION

That you aign the letter to General Goodpaster at Tab A,

ADCimm
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SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER EUROPE
SHAPE, BELGIUM '

' - 15 January 1973

| D,ear_. Henry

If you haven't already seen the attached, you
may find some of the observations rather penetrating.

It also occurred to me that the President might
find it interesting.

With best personal regards,

Sincerely,

A. J. GOOPPASTER
General, United States Army
Supreme Allied Commander

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20501
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Arthor Koestler describes in
his sutabiography bhow Willi
Muenzenherg, the Comintern’s
prepaganda genius, criticized
his work in putting the Commu-
nist Ii"w on the Spanish War as
“ico eck,  too obwm"o »,
What thm' v.amed uuenzen-
berg expiaiued, was storics of
the encrny burning their prison-
ers ahw nmnm" them over
with 1arky, and s0 on.

The Muenzenberi:
mueh in use of. lato,
present a specific almg«twn in
such o wav as to make the
blnod bm! and so to precmpt or
inhibit judgment. The lorer, in
terms of western opinion, is not
J.e state that commits the most

trecities so much ‘as the one
whcse cnemies have the best
propaganda machine. AN the

-samie, auny particular ollegation
-of violenze or injustice may be

true or untrue; and if teue it
may be typical-or exceptional.
It i# no good our being passive
customers of the maost efficient
atrocity-pusher 1" we have to

moke a certain effort-—above -

all, 10 aveld the double stan-
dard iy this field of vhxch
Solzhenitsyn complains in his
Nobel Speech.

One paradoxical reason ovr
views nay kecome distorted is
that in genera; the more casily
a msipraciice can be reporied
on, the lass  repressive | the
regime. This is even true within
tha Commumst block, The fact
that 2 {air amount of informa-
ticn is mow available on the
<uf’tm'n:< of mc opp:.',ltmn in
the I_:WR while this is nnt
s of Merth Korea or North
Vietnam, and was eaually not
50 ¢f Sralin’s Rusiis, really
t‘oes irdicate that the present

rv'cf régime is less repressive
: an vhase,

Tha Cclom‘:]s‘ regime  in
iypical of those most
ie atreosity news cole
ans. Ir is clear ¥ e@n oppres.

> ane in 2 gensial sense, We
awny el hape for a fairly mn,d
retirn e demurcras rig - (ﬂm‘ sk
not. 1y the o alleged - *denso-
cragy r»f thn.‘q miuth .m-rgd

1" ren
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their own hands, sparc from
that of the Balts £ ehicctin
handed over to Russia &ftér tae
war....

Their  esregious
Myrdal (a membar of :'
Government) axw serv
pily on a Commiittee cn
Stares “war ecrimes™
with the Sovict judee 1
nov, so rightly eriti
PHS - the -other day
infamous conduct of ik
sky case. In an ands
Scientific Amcricon it
Myrdal actually asked
why it was that Swe
aid went out on 'mgt.
prmcxp!es than that
countries. The official in
of that aid has since ex
that Sweden passas it bv
ence tg countries whera
people® conduct the dzs .
tion, such as Cuba and .\':m.,
Vietnam. Oh, 1 sge—a sogiel
democratic efinition of pcp-
ylar rule is one where socia
democrats have all iong sincs
becen executed, and @ complse
Leninist autheritariacism  pre-
vails.

The anti-Anerican 3
Tom IHayden, hes con:
(in the bJanmz Standerd
the British, unlike the Swed
have not Shown much enikive
siasm for the nav in atrs.
city prepagands. nis L3NS 10 fea
be true, in spite of the s
blance:  of uprear
crveated in pracucﬂ by a
of jouraalists al.c. el or t ‘1
- politicians in diffiralies gsek:
ing an issue. i

52 on 2 alk « » No doubt :bic incce
A B52 in action: all the talk about “indiscriminate”, even scepncrsm is in pers due

« Hiro;_','l;i:m-type" bombing raids is * nonsevse ™, 7 experiences of Inst y
: ‘the plam cvidence

Vigence Lo
principle to the idea that polit- or “iwice the power of 7, that south was bemg.m;‘aa -

ical adventage to their side is of Hiroshima, and with the COMURUIISES, anc did no
the b!ghctt moral criterion, intention of killing and torroriz 10 accept them; S3L0
taking awomatic  precedence ing civilizus, could somchow Propaganda bout the i
over truti and such thing 5. The onlv cause a minute proportion of the dyicez, with its
same avplies to the propaganda  of the Hiroshima casualiies js  SPurinusncss {recalliog tn
of war. An ofticiel represent- plainly nonsense. readers the noterions germ
aiive of the Viernamese Come Almost everyone SMpROTLS or {are falsehoods of the hr
munists speaking in Stockhelm Iwe supported armed sirvggles Warde It was puiting 2
(whore r.isn ?) a few veacs age in which civilions may ho or i6o, on anyome’s oo
cmr;r.} ot childrea  were ere kiliad. Adniirers ol the credulons malice to
"’um"-'l down in th cr thhou- IRA, the Areb terrovitis and . believe thar Progid
sands, hebeaded, buried dll\'f‘, tha Vieion mriccd must sup.  Simiply hooked on
ovartered aud throw n iato the port or condone the kil ling of  bombing’s sake, or actin
hy the Aweric civilians: on purpose. In any. pettish resertinant.
N Ocn ber case, such steff comes particu- It shouid ba -«
l.-tlv it fvam those v 1 openly adults to tike a
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